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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Canceled). 

2. (Currently Amended) An infonnation processing apparatus adapted for 
processing cont e nt a plurality of contents provided by a contents distribution service 
having a channel for distributing [[a]] the plurality of avaHabte contents, the Information 
processing apparatus comprising: 

firet main license acquisition means for acquiring a fifst main license having a 
firot utilization main condition applied in common for the plurality of avaiJafete contents, 
the fifSt main license further including fifst main license key infonnation and a fifst rnain 
license electronic signature; 

second sublicense acquisition means for acquiring, along with a oontont from 
among the plurality of availabl e contents, a plurality of sublicenses oooond license that 
[[is]] correspond to the plurality of contents and are provided in a manner different from 
the fif=6t main licens e, the plurality of su blicenses including and has a sooond util i zat i on 
eeaditioB subconditions for the plurality of availabl e contents acauirod content . aFt44he 
cooond liconoo further including identification information of a-fifstthe main license 
oorrooponding to tho second license , seeend sublicense key information, and a s e cond 
sublicense electronic signatures signatur e; and 
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control means for controlling reproduction of the aoqu i rod content plurality of 
contents when the f i rst ut i lizat i on main condition of the fifst main license and the socond 
i i t i i i 7nt i nn nnndit i on subconditions of the plurality of sublicenses oooond l i oens e are 
satisfied, 

wherein when the plurality of ava i labl e contents are distributed via the channel 
successively in terms of time, the seeend sublicense acquisition means acquires, during 
tho roproduction of along with a first content and before a cquiring a second content, a 
first sublicense corresponding to the first content and a se cond sublicense 
corresponding to the oocond l ioonoo which proocriboo tho oocond ut ili zat i on condition of 
a second content distributed subsequent to the first content, and the control means 
controls reproduction of the second content so that the second content is reproduced 
subsequent to the first content when the first ut i l i zat i on main condition prescribed by the 
fifst main license and the oooond ut i lizat i on condition subcondltion prescribed by the 
second sublicense l i c e ns Q are both satisfied. 

3. (Currently Amended) The information processing apparatus as set forth in 
claim 2, 

wherein the fifst main license acquisition means acquires the fiFst main license 
encrypted by a public-key corresponding to a secret-key to be prepared. 

4. (Currently Amended) The information processing apparatus as set forth in 
claim 2, 
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wherein the oooond sublicense key infomnation included in the oocond li oonse 
Plurality of sublicenses is encrypted, and the control means decrypts, by using the fifst 

main license key information, encrypted oocond sublicense key information and uses 
the Gocond sublicense key infomnation to decrypt the plurality of contents acqu i r e d 

5. (Currently Amended) The Infomnation processing apparatus as set forth in 
claim 2, further comprising: 

license management means for allowing any other infomnation processing 
apparatus to perniit utilization of the plurality of contents aoqu i rod content when the fifst 
utilization main condition prescribed by the first main license and the oooond ut i lization 
conditioR subconditions prescribed by the oooond li c e nse plurality of sublicenses are 
both satisfied. 

6. (Canceled). 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of processing oontont 
a Plurality of contents provided by a contents distribution service having a channel for 
distributing [[a]] the plurality of avaHabte contents, the computer-implemented method 
comprising: 

a fifst main license acquisition step of acquiring a fifst main license having a fifst 
utilization main condition applied in common for the plurality of avai l ab le contents, the 
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fifst main license further including fifst main license key information and a fifst main 
license electronic signature; 

a sooond sublicense acquisition step of acquiring, along with a cont e nt from 
among the plurality of available contents, a plurality of sublicenses oocond iioons e that 
[[is]] correspond to the plurality of contents and are provided in a manner different from 
the fifst main license , the plurality of sublicenses including and has a sooond uti li zat i on 
condition subconditions for the plurality of contents acquired cont e nt , and tho sooond 
t ksonoo further i nc l ud i ng identification information of a-farst the main license 
oorrooponding to tho oocond li c e nse , s e cond sublicense key information, and a s e cond 
sublicense electronic signatures signatur e; and 

a control step of controlling, using a processor, reproduction of the plurality of 
contents aoquirod content to a user when the first ut ili zation main condition of the fifst 
main license and the oocond ut i lization cond i tion subconditions of the plurality of 
sublicenses oocond li c e ns e are satisfied, 

wherein when the plurality of ava il abl e contents are distributed via the channel 
successively in terms of time, the second sublicense acquisition step acquires, during 
tho roproduotion of along with a first content and before acouirina a second content, a 
first sublicense corresponding to the first content and a s econd sublicense 
corresponding to the oooond li oonoo wh i ch proooribos tho oocond ut ili zation cond i tion of 
a second content distributed subsequent to the first content, and the control step 
controls reproduction of the second content so that the second content is reproduced 
subsequent to the first content when the f i rot uti li zat i on main condition prescribed by the 
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fifst main license and the sooond uti li zation cond i t i on subcondition prescribed by the 
second sublicense l iconBe are both satisfied. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium containing instructions 
that are executable by a computer to perform a method for processing cont e nt a 
plurality of contents provided by a contents distribution service having a channel for 
distributing [[a]] the plurality of available contents, the method comprising: 

a first main license acquisition step of acquiring a fifst main license having a fifst 
utilization main condition applied in common for the plurality of ava il ab le contents, the 
fifst main license further including first main license key information and a fifst main 
license electronic signature; 

a seGQR4 sublicense acquisition step of acquiring, along with a content from 
among the plurality of ava il ab le contents, a plurality of sublicenses oooond li conso that 
[[is]] correspond to the plurality of contents and are provided in a manner different from 
the first main licens e, the plurality of sublicenses including and has a sooond ut i lizat i on 
cond i t i on subconditions for the plurality of contents acquired content , and tho s e cond 
l lo e nso further including identification information of a-firet the main license 
oorrosponding to tho oocond l icens e, seeon^ sublicense key infonnation, and a s e cond 
sublicense electronic signatures signatur e; and 

a control step of controlling reproduction of the aoquirod content plurality of 
contents when the firot util i zat i on main condition of the first main license and the sooond 
iitil i 7ntiQn condit i on subconditions of the plurality of sublicenses oooond l i c e ns e are 
satisfied, 
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wherein when the plurality of avaitebte contents are distributed via the channel 
successively in terms of time, the seeond sublicense acquisition step acquires, dufing 
tho roproduction of along with a first content and before a cquiring a second content, a 
first sublicense corresponding to the first content and a se cond sublicense 
corresponding to the oooond li oons e which prosor i boo tho sooond ut ili zation condit i on of 
a second content distributed subsequent to the first content, and the control step 
controls reproduction of the second content so that the second content is reproduced 
subsequent to the first content when the f i rot uti l izat i on main condition prescribed by the 
fifst main license and the oocond ut i l i zat i on cond i t i on subcondition prescribed by the 
second sublicense ti eense are both satisfied. 

9. (Canceled). 
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